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his respective customer, to receive money off his kinsman,
none of them had any notion that the correspondence was
mutual, and consequently no suspicion of a fraud at the
bottom.
Thus they continued till they both found their characters
thoroughly established. Perhaps in this time they may each
of them have lost a hundred or two pounds, but they very
well knew that this loss would get them as many thousands.
When they saw that all who dealt with them were ready
to send in what goods they required, and not in the least
care about their money, they thought their project ripe
for execution. Accordingly a day was appointed for that
purpose.
They now ordered all their customers to bring them in
goods on such a day, as much, at least, in quantity, as they
had ever before received at one time of the respective sorts,
confining them all to particular hours for the delivery of
what they brought, that they might not interfere with one
another, and so suspect that some unfair design was on foot.
At the same time they informed those who usually bought
everything off their hands that they should have such-and-
such quantities of so many sorts to dispose of, naming the
next day to that when they were to receive them; that they
would sell them cheap, because they were obliged to make
up a large sum of ready money; that therefore they desired
them to be punctual, and bring only cash for what they
designed to buy. The whole scheme succeeded as well as
they could wish : on one side there was no suspicion ; and
on the other, if there was any, it was not the interest of the
parties to discover what they thought, because every one of
them promised himself some advantage.
The goods were all delivered according to order, at the
day and hour appointed, and notes were mutually drawn
by the kinsman in Thames Street upon him by the Tower,
and by the kinsman by the Tower upon him in Thames
Street, for the several sums, to be paid at three days after
date. Never were men better satisfied than these poor dupes,
not one of them doubting but he should have all his money